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THE OCEAN CURRENTS

TREND OF THOSE IN THE ARCTIC
TO BE DETERMINED,

Plitadeiphin Geographical Society
Makes an Assuult Upon the Problem
of Diecovering the North Fole-To
Experiment with Flosting Casks,
The Geogrnphlenl Soclety of Fhila-

delphia 18 falvly embarked opon ibs

lantest assanit upop the protdem of dis-
ecoveriug the north pole. Thuls s one of
_the most fmportant venturés ln geo-
graphical discovery Initinted In recent
yeurs., It contemplates the determina.
ton of the direction or trend of the
oceanle currents of the arctie reglon,
for the purpose of ascertalning the con-
ditlons of drift which there prevall

The Intest polar explorntion origin-
nted In the course of the HEfated Jean-
nette expedition and the later aod more
successful Arift of the Fram, under
command of Numsen In his farthest
north expedition. The present project
for the determination of polar drift
was concefved by Ttenr Admirnl George
W. Melville, englneer In chlef of the
United States navy, who was an offlcer
of the Jeaunotte expedition. After the
disaster that overtook the Jeannotie
Melville was deputed to searel for the
lost bodles on the shores of northern
Eiberin. The severe oxperlonces of
Melville during these perilous expedh
tlons were not without results that bld
fulr to contribute lmporiant knowledge
to the protlem thit hus thus far haftied
the researches of geographical selencs
and cost many lives during the past
B0 yeurs, Wor Melville belloves (hat
throngh obscrvation made then the
pole will be wltimately reached.

I a paper read before the Ameriean
Phtlosophieal Soclety late In 1807 Rear
Admiral Melville ontlued Lis plan of
search, He proposed the construction
of small, strong ecasks, desigued to
meet the requiremetts of a long drift
betwoen arctie foes, possibly of three
or four years' duratlon. He snggested
that these ensks Lo bullt of henvy oak
staves, with conlenl ends, and enclreled
with steel bars, o order to reslst the
utmaost pressure of lee,

The Geographlen] Soclety of I'hila-
delphin undertook w enrry our Rear
Admiral Mellvlle’s novel proposal. For
more than a year the soclety has been
engaged upon the execution of the
plan, Pifty casks have been construct-
el In Ban Franclsco, nnider the sopar-
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the polar floe are about the size of an
ordlonry beer keg, but with confeal
rooded ends of brass. Bach cask will
contaln a glass tube, Into which will
be lnserted a memorandum of the lo-
cality of the placing the casks In the
drift, with blank lostruction In sev-
eral Innguages, requesting the finder,
wherever the casks may be drifted, to
Inseribe on the memorandum the loen-
tlon by latitude aod lougliude of the
find, and with the request to forward
thia Information to the nearest consular
répresentative of the findet's country,
or direct to the Geographleal Bociety
of Phlladelphia. Each glass tube I8 In-
closed o & amall wooden trough, which

will be placed through the bunghole of
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Intendence of Past Chief Engineer
George ¥, Kutz, U, 8 N, an offlcer
who I8 well nequalnted with Melviile's
plana.  Speclally prepared messages,
to be placed inside the caska, are now
en roule across the confinent. In a few
days these mesanges will be (nelosed In
the casks and the northern joumey
will begin. By means of Paclic whal
ing fleets, whose co-operation has been
generounly granted to the soclety, and
nlsa by the United States cutter Donr,
peting for the United States hydro-
graphle sorvies, the casks will be
ghlpped northward, Of the fifty, twen
ty-five of them will be carrled by the
ptonm whalers of the Pacifle EBteam
Whaling Company, fifteen by the rey-
enue cutter Bear and ten by whalers
owned by George Blebers & Co, Dur-
ing the next year it 1s contewplated to
send fifty ndditional casks.
To Determine Polar Drifts,

The plan of operation, so far as can
be determined at present, = to de
posit these casks on lce floes, north of
both thie Ameriean and the Aslatie con-
tinents, for the purpose of determining
the polar drifis.  These drifts are be-
lleved by many geographers to puss in
opposed dltectiona, one northwestward
from the Siberinn const, and which Is
agsnmed o correspond with the drift
of the Fram; the other northenastward
from the archipelago lylng north of
Ameriea and lssuing eastward la the
pea that les west of Greenland.

Henry ¢. Bryant, the present Presi-
dent of the Geographical Soclety of

ONE, OF THE DRIPT CABES,

Philadelphin, has generously conirib-
uted to the socloly the funds nesded
to carry this novel polar  expedition
into immediate execution. - Mr. Bry-
ant I8 a gradunte of Privceton Uni-
wversity. He Is an explorer of wide ex-
perience and Is at present on an ex-
tended voyage In the West Indlea,

. The casks which will be sent through

elosed.

DWELL IN A STUMP.

Queer Living Quarters of Flve Men
in Fouthern Anstralin,
Bometlmes the rodents and the birds
make homes In tree stomps, but man
hins usualy selected different quarters.

THE STUMP HOUSK.

In the towuship of Wynnasty, South
Gippsiand, Australla, however, flve men
have converted a huge gumtree stump
Into a very habitable dwelling. This
queer home 18 two stories high, the up-
per story beltig reached by a regular
atalrwny, A glance at the accompany-
ing pictare of the stump house will con-
vince you that the tree niust bave been
a glant of it species,

Wonders of Nature.

1f two, pleces of looking-glass are
beld on the opposite sides of a lighted
lamp or candlé, an endless serles of
bright liames may be seen at one tine.
Bo;'in e ‘cold nortl,"when the alr is
‘tull“of minute fonting fco-fakes, the
sun with its halo Is peflected many
times, and the traveler sees two, four
or more mock suns with crossing halo-
rings of starillng patterns. In hLilly
countries, where the sun rises o a

serene atmosphere, but opposite to a
thiln vaporoos clond, If & hnman being
stand on a high Wl between them, o
wonderful Image 18 seen on the elond.
eurtaln, moving as the man moves, at
one moment elear and the next fading
away. This Iz a kind of natural magle
Inntern, where the cloud takes the
place of the white screen, and a man,
or men, of the slldes, The bighest peak
of the Hartz Mountains, called the
Brocken, & the plhhee where this s
oftencst seen, 50 the linage s called the
spectre of the Brocken, But mountain-
corg see 1t often on the high Alpe The
changing rays of the morning sun make
{he glant shadows vanlsh and reapper,
and the moving cloud-screen gives
them motlon,

LEWIS CARROLL,

Peeullarities of the Author of “Allce
in Wonderland."

8. D. Collingwood, in the Century, de-
seribes some= of the odd ways of Lewis
Carroll, the nuthor of “Allee In Won'
derland.”

That he was, ln some respects, eccon-
trie cannot be denled; for Instines, he
never woré an overcoat, And always
wore n tall hat, whatever might be the
climatie conditions, He wounld wear
only cotton gloves. In these small per-
sonnl matters be had a great fear of
extravagnnee. At dinner in his rooms
smnll pleces of cardboard teok the
place of table-inats; they answeraed the
purpese perfectly well, he sald, and to
buy anything else would be & mere
waste of money,

On the other bamd, when purehnsing
books for hlmgelf, or glving treats to
the chilidren he loved, he never secmed
to conslder expensa nt all

When making tea for his friends he
used—In order, I suppose, to expedile
the process—to walk np and down the
room waving the teapot about, nod tell-
Ing mednwhile those delightful anec.
dotes of which e hind an inexhaustibie
supply.

e had a strong ohjection to staring

colors In dress, his favorite combing.
tlon belug plnk apd groy. One Hithy
girl who came to stay with him was ab
solutely forbidden to wear a red frock,
of a somewhat pranounced hue, while
out in his company,
* AL meals be was alwnys very abstem-
lons, while he took nothing in the mid.
e of the day except n glass of wine
and g blseult, Ender these elrcum.
stances It I8 not very surprising that
the healtiy appeiites  of Lis Nitle
friends fAlled Lim with wounder, nod
even with alarm,

When he took n eertaln one of them
out with him to a friend's honse to din-
nor he used to glve the host or hostess
a gentle warning, to the mixed amaze-
ment and Indigoation of the child;
“Pleasce he careful, becanse she enls a
good deal too muoch,”

Two Valid Excoses

Lnst weelk, lnte in the afterncon, a
ease wus enlled by Judge Sutherland in
County Court.

“T would lke to nsk, your Honor,
that this case go over until to-morrow,”
Bald one of the attorneys.

“On what ground? sald the Judge
“Too tired.”

“Yes, your Honor. T have been argu-
ing a case all day in Part IL uod 1 am
renlly too fatigued to go on with this
frinl"

“Yery well, Iet the cuse go over, Call
the next case,”

The next case was ealled and another
attorney farose,

“May It please your Honor, 1 would
like to ask this case to go over.”

“For what retason?”

“1 am too tired."

“You, too? What makes yoo tired ¥

“I have boen listening all day to my
learned friend o Part IL"—Roeclester
Herald.

When x girl of sixteen, who is pretty,
aud-has good clothes, gets 4 sad ok
in her eyes, It means that slie hag heard

At 18 becoming; nothing more,

The Bible tells pa God ereated man
in Hls own image—and nearly every
mah thinks he s the one referred to,

WHEN THE CENTURY BEGINS

It Wan a Fraitful Topic of Discussion
One Hundred Years Ago,

An lmmense amoeunt of discussion 14
current as to the exnct time when the
present century ends, and the next one
begins, Bome very clever arguimnents
Have been advanced on various phases
of the sublect., The reader who fol-
lows up all of these will be rewnrded
with a vast amount of eurlous Informa-
tion. With the great deal that Is specu-
lntive and purely theoretieal, some
most curfous and bewildering proposi-
tions are brought to the front. A good
donl of this is new to the person who
s not reflected over the mitter be-
fore. All that {a belng gone over, how-

pyer, 18 old, thrashed material, As the

Ing his face to the south he would
any: “1 am vow 1,800 miles frow thy
city hall of New York."”

But If he had put the stone numbered
1 at the city hall, then the stoue to be
placed at one mile, from the sald cor-
ner would have been marked 2, and
the stone marked 1,500 only 1,700 mlles
from New York., But placing the stondg
marked 1 at the sald corner would sure,
ly mislead the traveler In Jdeterminnd
tion of how far he was from New York.
for seelng 2 marked on the stone Lie
would covclude that he had still two
miles to traverse to be at the New York
city ball

= A s_nr_e Hiand,
The followlng story of a really smart
retort 1s from “More Humers of Clerl

end of ench century approaches the
ald, old question 1s mooted, peaple get
thinking and naturally the same (deas
that presented to thelr great grand-
grandparents appeal to them with the
first blush of somethlng original.

A century since, as the year 1800 ap-
proached, the prints then curtent were
filled with n good deal of dlscussion as
to whether 1500 or 1801 signalized the
beginnlng of & new century. Oue of
the most entertalnlog and Interesting
papers on this subject is comprised In
i letter written by Gen. Puillp Schuy-
ler of historie fame, Feb. 11, 1779, It
is addressed to his eldest daughter,
Mra, Avgellen Church, asd wns  In.
dited to set at rest In her mind the
paffling pros and cons concerning the
century-ending Idens. At that time
men of sound seuse, and of such can-
dor as to be Inenpable of subterfuge
which eavlilng about words affords,
held nntngonistic views ns stubbornly
as though milllons were lnvolved,

Gen. Sehuyler premlsed everything
on the fact that the birth of Christ, be-
ginnlog at the frst minute of the first
day of Janoery, computation ecom-
mences with o clpher 0. Bome theor-
Ists placed 1 at the birth of Christ in-
stend of at the end of the year fram
hiis birth, rejecting, he clalmed, one en-
tire year out of the serle’s compaosing
the Christinn ern.  Here |15 his gualnt,
practical proposition to Hlustrate:

Suppose. he says, a surveyor was di-
rected to begip at the city hall, New
York, to measure on a due mnorth
course, 1,800 miles, and at the end of a
mile to set up a stone to ndicate how
far that stone was Crom the ¢ty hall,
what murk would -he place npon t?
Surely. be would mark 1 with the nmm-
ber 1. If he should proceed one mile
farther, and ot up another atone, this
he wounld mork with the number 2, and
proceeding thus, when he had run
1,800 times elghty chains he would set

up & stone and wark It 1,800, and, turn-

val Life,” and Is told 1u connection with
i church in one of the eastern countles
of England:

The church possessed a valuable
Bible, which was used only on SBun-
days. During the week It was kept In
n box which rather curlously formed
the stind upon which the reader of the
lessons stood. On one ocenslon, when
this was belng shown to a visitor, the
remark was made that It did oot seem
very reverent for even a clergyman o
tread upon the Bible.

“Pardon me," the old verger replied,
“In this chuarch. sfr, we take our stand
ppon the Beriptures.”

Sitt'ng Bull's Geava,

A lroken wooden headboard and a
neglected mound of earth 1o the Fort
Yates, N. D, military cematery mark
the resting place of Bitting Bull, the
grent Bloux mediclue wan whose wily
brain planned the deathtrap of the
Little Big Horn Ioto which General
Custer's command fell. On the broken
heéndboard 18 written: “No. 34 Bit-
ting Bull, Indian.” Relle bunters have
cut most of the headboard away.

The Devil in a Candlestiok,

An odd candlestick s In bronge of
the brilllant flsming red always ag-
sumed by Mephistopbeles In masquer-
nde. 1t represents his sutanle majesty
in wll the famlliar brilllancy, with
horns and ¢loven foot, the latter serv-
g as a standard. The tsil Is curved
Into a loop handle for the candlestick
and the candle itself, of the anme fam--
lng red wax, fits between the horns,

When the sons of a great chureh
worker sliow no loclination to study
for the ministry, she beging to bulld
bar bopes on one of her daughters mar-
rying a preacher, ai ¥

ELECTROCUTION OF A WOMAN.

Mra. Place, the Firat Woman In the
World to IMe {a the Electric Chalr,
The law 1# not a respecter of skirts.

it makes no distinction of sex. The
plectric chalr was pot made for men
wlone, for the stutute which preacribes
feath as a penalty for dellberate mur-
der does pot say that its proviklona
shall be Ipoperative If the eriminal
happens to be a woliin.

But the law’s mnchinery seems to get
st of gear when i woman I8 luvolyved.
A sentiment that has Its Inception in
the purity of woman s Leld up o pho-
tect the most degraded of the sex. Are
the femule erimipals of the “lower
classes, It Is argued that thelr very
degradation precludes their realization
of the enorinity of the offense; If of the
sducated and well-to-do, then 1t ean-
oot be that they would knowingly com-
mit the crime, | Insanity s pleaded in
sxeuse, These Influcnces nsunlly have
the deslred eoffect on Jurors and nc-
guittal or n peunlty altogether lmnd-
rquate I8 the result, Should the Jury
fall to be Influenced, then the higher
sourts and the Goversor's pardoning
or commuting power are appealéd to,
At some one of these varlous stages the
murderess usunlly 18 saved

Only twice in fifty years have Women
been exocuted ln New York State. In
both cascs strenpous efforts werd made
to save them, but thelr erimes were 50
Hendish that mwercy could not be sne-
cessfully lnvoked in  thelr  belalf,
These two were Ioxalaps Druse,
banged In Horkimer In 1847, and Mar-
tha Place, whose executlon at Siog
Sing was the first (nflletlon of the denth
penalty upon a womnn In the electrie
chalr.

In the former case the vietim went
sobbing, moaning und shrieking to the
gallows. Her screnms  reésounded
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F™™ MHA MARTHA PLACH,

through the Jall cortidors. Bhé Teared
denth. Mrs, Place was difféerent. Heor
death geene wis lacking In sensational
features. There was uo nolse, no wani-
festation of terror. A plea for heaven-
Iy merey were the only words that
hroke the stillness of the death chum-
ber, Her execution was no more re-
volting than If the vietim had been a
T

But It had pougual features, most
notable of which was the presspce of
two wowen who bad come dpon the
warden's request. One was Dr, Jeanle
Gritfin, of Troy, who accepted un In-
vitntion becnuse Gov. Roosevelt had
mld that a4 woman physiclan shotld be
present, and the other, Mish Mary
Meury, of Brooklyn. who had befriend-
ed Mrs. Place while tn fall and who
witnessed the paloful ordeal Lecause
the condemned woman wanted her to
be with her to the last

Mra Place murdered ber step-daugh-
ter lo 4 most Qendish manoer and made
nn nlmost successiul attempt on the
ife of her husband. She was convictod
of morder in the first degree pod sen-
tenced to be 2xecuted 1o Augost, 1808,
Her execution wus stayed by an ap-
peal to the Court of Appeals for a new
trial. It was denled and March 20 was
set o8 the pew date of her execution.
Then from New York came a protest
agalnst the eéxecution of & woman,
Gov. Roosevelt was appehled to. He
sold If she was Insane he would save
her life and had a commivsion appolnt-
&l to exawine her. They reported that
she was sane and Roosevelt sald then
the law must tnke Its course,

Couldn't Run Away.

There are Umes In wir when one ae
tive braln is equivalent to a great many
gune, Witness this lncldent of the Ger
man revolution of 1848, told to the Trib
upe by a German-American eltizen of
New York:

We were short of men, and had a
large oumber of prisonces to look after.
That did not worry us as long as we
were not moving, but one day we had to
make a forced march.

The country throngh which we were
topass was hostile, snd extreme wateh-
fulness was necessary. We had few
enough men ps it was, and we knew
that our prlsoners were réady to run at
the first opening.

Finally a young officer made a bri).
llant suggestion, and It was promptly
carried out. We ripped the suspender
battons from the prisoners' trousers,
took away their belts, and knew we had
them. Thelr hands were busy after
that, and fast ronnlug was out of the
question,

We made the mareh safely, and 1 do
oot belleve that even Yankee Ingenuity

| could have Invented a slmpler solution,

Sausage Day.
. The butchers of Berllo bave a eurl
ous way of Informing thelr custowers
of the days on which fresh saosages
are made by placing a chalr, covered
with a large clean apron, at the slde of
the shop door,

Chapel Built of Coral.

Love finds the way in, but It has to be
throwa ogt

One of ‘the curlosities of the Isle of
Mabhe, in the Indian ocesn, Is the chapel
tlat Is bullt of coral, - ‘
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